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“I think it's more important that you publish good quality research ..”

“It's much more important to judge someone's work and to see that they're 

building upon their previous studies and keep moving the field forward. 

I think those are more important goals for young scientists …”

Brian Kobilka, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, 2012
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The one factor that you do have control over is the quality of the writing. 

More specifically, your writing must convince the editor and reviewers that your paper is publication-worthy.

▪ Introduction: state a clear question, objective, or hypothesis and explain why it is important. 

▪ Methods: must be detailed and complete, leaving no doubt in the readers’ minds bit that you conducted a 

thorough and rigorous study. 

▪ The discussion: show a sophisticated and deep understanding of the topic and provide the reader with a 

convincing interpretation of the data.  

Your writing skills can greatly influence whether your paper is accepted or rejected by a journal. You may be a 

brilliant researcher with important findings, but if you cannot communicate your work effectively, your 

paper will have a lot of difficulty passing peer-review. And if your are aiming for a high-impact journal, the 

quality of your writing will be a key means of convincing the journal that your paper meets their high standards. 
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Power Point Blender + Power Point

Making a scientific illustration, Dr. Ekavianty Prajatelistia, 2020
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• Read the (top) journals & immerse yourself in the scientific papers

• Keep updated with emerging topics

• Time-management (research timing)

• Do internal peer-review

• Keep practicing (10,000 hours rule)

Take Home Messages




